Dear Parent(s), 

Success Maker is an ongoing evaluation and developmental tool which tracks your child’s progress in the areas of math and reading.  You should have received information regarding the program during fall conferences.  You also should have received more detailed individualized reports on what your individual student’s strengths and weaknesses were then in both math and reading.  You will be receiving these reports again next week, if they make it home with your child.  This may answer a lot of your questions.  

Basically each child should advance one grade level each year.  For a 3rd grader, for instance, this would mean starting with a score of 300 (3rd grade 0 month), incrementing each quarter (330, 360, 380) and ending with a score of 400 (4th grade 0 month) to remain on grade level.  Every grade level has a different range: K=0-100; 1st=100-200; 2nd=200-300; 3rd=300-400; 4th=400-500; 5th=500-600.  For the second quarter of the year, we would like the students to be just slightly beyond the half way mark for the year – at starting grade level plus 60 points.  Giving some room for leeway, the students received a mark of "S" for anything within 90% of this score - or in other word, 54 points or higher. Anyone scoring a full grade level above this (100 points above expected performance) received a mark of "E", or excellent.  Anyone scoring below the 54 points, received a mark of "N", or needs improvement. 

The report card will show an "N" for any student who has received an "N" in math or reading or both; an "S" for anyone receiving two "S"'s or 1-"S" and 1-"E"; and an "E" for any student receiving "E" in both math and reading - very difficult to do.

Here is a sample view of scores taken from Power School for a typical Kindergartener:

	Due Date
	Category
	Assignment
	Codes
	Score
	%
	Grd

	12/11/2009
	SME
	Math 2nd Qtr Score
	
	
	
	
	[image: http://ps.stgabriel.net/images/icon_excluded.gif]
	38
	 
	 

	12/11/2009
	SME
	Reading 2nd Qtr Score
	
	
	
	
	[image: http://ps.stgabriel.net/images/icon_excluded.gif]
	63
	 
	 

	12/11/2009
	SME
	Reading 2nd Quarter Grade
	
	
	
	
	
	90/100
	90
	S

	12/11/2009
	SME
	Math 2nd Quarter Grade
	
	
	
	
	
	70/100
	70
	N

	Grades last updated on 12/9/2009

	· - Assignment is not included in final grade 
First note that the first two “scores” have asterisks by them indicating they are not included in the final grade.  I simply use Success Maker as a means of reporting your student’s scores to you.  This student scored a 38 in math and a 63 in reading.  I expected a 60 with at least a 54 in each, so the student is right on track for reading, and 2 months below grade level for math.  The reading grade therefore is an “S” and the math is an “N” resulting in an “N” for the final grade overall for Success Maker for 2nd quarter.


I hope this helps you better understand the grading process I have used for Success Maker.  If you still have individual questions once you have reviewed the individualized reports your child bring homes, feel free to contact me at skremer@stgabriel.net . 

I hope your family has a wonderful holiday season!
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